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Editor’s Corner

Welcome to the first issue of Toledo History
Museum Quarterly. The Quarterly is a journal
of history for the Toledo, Ohio area with a mix of
popular and scholarly articles.

We welcome articles and book reviews from
local history buffs and historians. Please submit
articles and reviews in Microsoft Word via email
to: dchristian thm@yahoo.com or on a CD-
ROM mailed to the post office box. At present,
the journal will be in black and white; however,
our dream for the future is a publication that will
use color.

This first issue contains the Annual Report for
2006 for Toledo History Museum, Inc. Our first
year has been an exciting one as we dream and
plan for a museum that will highlight the history
of the Toledo area.

The editors welcome all comments and
suggestions from our readers for changes to the
Quarterly. As we become more experienced, the
journal will change, and, we hope, evolve into a
high-quality publication. Suggestions and com-
ments may be sent to the above email address or
to: Editor, Quarterly, Toledo History Museum,
[nc., P.O. Box 485, Toledo, OH 43697-0485.

Donna Christian, Editor
Bonnie Dickson, Assistant Editor

President’s Comments

The Toledo History Museum has progressed
steadily since its inception in October 2005.
[ncorporation in July 2006 was an important
step, and we are in the process of filing our
501(c)3 non-profit application with the IRS.

Toledo remains the fourth largest city in Ohio
lacking a history museum. THM is the first
attempt to present the comprehensive history of
Northwest Ohio by celebrating our past from the
earliest days to the present time, with the goal of
potential tenancy in the proposed Skyway

Center.
Continued on page 3

The Reverend Perry H. Baumann and

the Battle of Fallen Timbers Stamp
By James C. Marshall

In 1794 General “Mad” Anthony Wayne
defeated the Indian confederacy at the Battle of
Fallen Timbers. The following year the con-
federacy signed the Treaty of Greenville. Land
in Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, and Wis-
consin opened for white settlement. The battle,
one of the most pivotal events in our nation’s
history, was commemorated on September 14,
1929, with a monument located at State Route
24 in Maumee, Ohio. The dedication coincided
with the issue of a U. S. Postage stamp, cream
and red in color. The two-cent stamp depicts the
massive granite pedestal with statues of General
Wayne standing at the top and a pioneer and an
Indian at his side. The stamp, the only com-
mermorative ever issued that celebrates a local
event, is the result of the efforts of one indi-
vidual, the Reverend Perry H. Baumann.

Early in December of 1928, the Reverend
Baumann, an East Toledo pastor and president
of the Toledo Philatelic Society, read an article
in the newspaper announcing President Herbert
Hoover’s presence at the unveiling ceremony of

the Fallen Timbers monument. The Reverend
Continued on page 2




Baumann, an avid stamp collector, concluded
that the battle and the monument must both be
memorialized on a U. S. Postage stamp. At the
next meeting of the Toledo Philatelic Society, the
Reverend Baumann proposed the two-cent Fallen
Timbers stamp. With only six months to lobby tor
the stamp, the membership hardly shared his
enthusiasm. While some privately ridiculed the
idea, his colleagues — pessimistic and indifferent
— agreed to undertake a letter writing campaign
on behalf of a Fallen Timbers commemorative
issue.

The Society wrote to Congressman William
Chalmers, a former Toledo school superin-
tendent, to plead their case. However, in January
of 1929 a gas explosion in the basement of the
Reverend Baumann’'s church, Memorial Evan-
gelical and Reformed, injured him seriously.
When he finally recovered four months later, he
discovered his proposal had been twice rejected
by the Postmaster General, Walter Brown.

The Reverend Baumann, as committed as he
had been before the accident, persisted with
letters to Congressman Chalmers, Ohio’s sena-
tors, and the U. S. Post Office Department. Post-
master Brown continued to insist that a stamp at
this time was out of the question. R. S. Regan, a
third assistant postmaster general, wrote to the
Reverend Baumann that the Postmaster General,
because of the large number of issues scheduled,
must deny the proposal.

The Reverend Baumann decided to mobilize
the community. He enlisted over 400 organ-
izations and local community leaders to send
letters and petitions to Washington urging the
Postmaster General to reconsider. With favorable
support from the sympathetic congressman,
success was finally at hand. On June 12, 1929,
Congressman Chalmers wrote the Reverend
Baumann, “I have finally secured the promise of
the Postmaster General that he would give
consideration to the matter.” Sixteen days later a
telegram arrived from Congressman Chalmers,
“Postmaster General granted our request and
issued the Anthony Wayne stamp.”

Congressman Chalmers was appointed head of
the Anthony Wayne Stamp Committee. To ob-
tain information and background for the stamp,
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he sent the Reverend Baumann to Waynesboro,
Pennsylvania to see William Wayne, General
Anthony Wayne’s only living descendent. For his
efforts the Reverend Baumann received an en-
graved rcproduutum of a portrait of the General,
—o=q signed by William Wayne;
7% first day postal covers
postmarked at Waterville,
Ohio, signed by William
Wayne; and two sheets of
Fallen Timbers stamps,
signed by Congressman
Chalmers, Postmaster
Brown, and Pres. Hoover.

Courtesy of Local History & Genealogy, T-LCPL

The Reverend Baumann came to Toledo in
1926. He was active in a number of Toledo
religious organizations until his death in 1939 at
the age of 50. The local newspaper once
compared the Battle of Fallen Timbers with the
pastor’s heroic efforts. He overcame every
obstacle to win the battle with the Postmaster
General. Because of his stubborn insistence, the
Maumee Valley can claim a postage stamp that
forever honors our heritage.

Sources: Mss. Coll. 132 — Battle of Fallen Timbers
Commemorative Stamp; Toledo History Spbk. —
Battle of Fallen Timbers; Toledo History Spbk. —
Churches — UCC -~ Memorial; Toledo Sunday
Times, April 2, 1939; Toledo Blade, July 8, 1939;
and Toledo Times, June 27, 1939.

James C. Marshall retired in August 2006 after
twenty-two years as Manager of the Local History &
Genealogy Department, Toledo-Lucas County Public
Library. He is the author of A Promise Kept: A
History of the Village of Ottawa Hills (2z003).

Trivia Question

What was the name of Airport Highway in
Toledo in 19407

Answer appears on page 10.

Toledo History Museum Quarterly







